Sketchpad User Group

NCTM Convention 2006
(all sketches available online)
Ideas

1) Adapting Samples

Using the various model activities or sketches provided with Sketchpad can help you build what you want easily and quickly.

Example: Using the individual graphs provided in 

C: Program Files/Sketchpad/Samples/Sketches/Algebra/Coordinate System View
Sample Sketches:  Domain & Range, Congruence vs. Similarity, Parabola & 






Absolute Value Challenges

2) Present things the graphing calculator cannot do as well

Use the graphing capabilities of Sketchpad to demonstrate and manipulate situations more clearly and easily than with the graphing calculator.



Sample Sketches:  Graphing by Roots, Graphing Inequalities

3) Interdisciplinary project

Select flags that can be replicated using Sketchpad.  Have students choose the country name from a jar.  Students had to find the country flag (we gave them a specific website to use), copy the image of the flag into a sketch and use proportions to replicate the flag in Sketchpad.  When completed, the new flag could be scaled by moving one control point.  The students then had to print them out on paper and turn in the sketch.  Students then were asked to find the area, by hand, of each of the colored sections of the flag.  We could check answers using the sketch.  Students presented their sketch along with 3 facts about the country to their classmates.  We asked other teachers in the school to incorporate something with the countries into their curriculum.  

Alternatives: choose a flag of their heritage, of the countries they study in Social Studies, by continent over given months.  
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Sample Sketch: Flag 
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